


Impact Teen 
Drivers’ Mission

Impact Teen Drivers is dedicated 
to developing, promoting, and 
facilitating evidence-based education 
and strategies to save lives and 
reduce injuries caused by reckless and 
distracted driving, including 
efforts focused on bicyclists, 
pedestrians, and micromobility safety.

Our vision is to create a widespread 
culture shift among teens and their 
influencers where reckless and 
distracted driving are recognized as 
unacceptable behaviors and 
outside of the social norm. 





Magnitude of the Problem

~39,345       People killed in crashes in 2024

3.8%            Decrease from 2023

~ 4.4            Million serious injuries each year

Source: NHTSA, 2023



Indiana University Public Policy 
Institute with Indiana State Police Data
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All Individuals 
in Teen Driver 

Crashes



Drivers in Collisions in Indiana 
per 10,000 Licensed Drivers

Indiana University Public Policy Institute with Indiana State Police data

11%



Why?



The #1 Unintentional Killer of Teens

 Almost 3,000 teens are killed in 
crashes every year

 Another 225,000+ seriously injured

 50% of teen driving fatalities are 
passengers

 75% of fatal teen crashes do NOT 
involve drugs or alcohol

 DO involve reckless & distracted 
driving decisions
• Speed
• Putting on makeup
• Eating/drinking (non-alcoholic)
• Shuffling playlist
• Having conversations with friends
• Cellphone/texting/selfies

Source: CDC and NHTSA

Statistics Causes



“Evidence-based” 

“Meet National Health Education 
and Common Core standards”



ATTITUDE

SUBJECTIVE
NORMS

BEHAVIORAL 
INTENTIONS BEHAVIOR

Fishbein, M. & Ajzen, I. (1975). Predicting and understanding consumer behavior: Attitude-
behavior correspondence. In Ajzen, I. & Fishbein, M. (eds.). Understanding Attitudes and 

Predicting Social Behavior (pp. 148-172). Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall
Ajzen, I. (2005). Attitudes, Personality, and Behavior (2nd ed.). New York: Open University Press.

THEORY OF REASONED 
ACTION

PERCEIVED 
BEHAVIORAL 

CONTROL

• I know how to make good decisions when driving.
• I know how to talk with friends about safe driving.
• I know how to make good decisions as a passenger.

• Following traffic laws is important to me.
• Seatbelts are important to my safety.

• I will speak up as a passenger to 
promote safe driving.

• I will make safe choices whenever 
I drive a vehicle.



Perception of Behavior Control



Does It Work?
Will Your Efforts Make A Difference?

Effective Messaging

Empowerment
• Personal stories meant to connect 
 



75% did not 
involve

 alcohol or drugs

50% were 
passengers

50% were 
unbelted

Car Crashes are 100% Preventable

Reckless and Distracted Driving is the 
# 1 Unintentional Killer of Teens



Does It Work?
Will Your Efforts Make A Difference?

Effective Messaging

Interactive
• Questioning and engaging tools





Does It Work?

Effective Messaging

Proactive
• Clear, action-focused messaging 

- “Speak up if you feel unsafe”







Multifaceted 
Outreach

• Age-Specific Curricula
• Training Community Champions
• Community Events



Who Do You 
Want To 
Reach? Elementary

Middle School

ParentsCollege
High School

From car seats to car keys and beyond!
 



Evidence-Based Teen Programs











Online Course
Options



Teens: Quality of Information

Overall Presentation Information Presented
93% found the information   

presented about distracted 
driving to be Great or Good 

95% found the quality of 
presentations were Great or Good 

overall







Drills and Attention Grabbers





3.6 x
more likely  to 
survive a severe 
crash if you wear a 
seat belt.

90% 
of teen drivers say 
they would stop 
texting while 
driving if a friend 
asked them to.

94%
of young 
people say they 
always buckle 
up in the car.

Why Does This Matter?



INCREASES by 

1.5X when carrying 1 
passenger younger than 21

Passengers 
under 21

2X when carrying
2 passengers younger than 21

4X when carrying 3 or more 
passengers younger than 21

Teen Drivers 
(ages 16 or 17)

Why Does This Matter?











Passengers in 
the Vehicle:
Relative Risk of a 
Fatal Crash
(Source: nsc.org)
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Time of Day:
Traffic Deaths 
by Hour for 
15 to 18-year-olds
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Graduated Driver Licensing Laws

Minimize the highest risk situations for new 
drivers while they gain experience safely

No cell phone use behind the wheel and 
buckle up properly at any age and any stage

Learner’s
Permit

Probationary 
License 

Curfew and passenger 
restrictions

Full Driver 
License





Powerful 
Pledges

An Opportunity to Commit 
and Make a Personal Promise



Create Real Impact
Contest

Show creative solutions to 
ending distracted driving 

To win $$$ for educational use
Most importantly, to make a 

difference!

CreateRealImpact.com



Winning
Examples





“I’m Doing the Tricky Texting Challenge for Safe Driving.” 

“I’m doing the Tricky Texting Challenge” 

“Distracted Driving is 100% Preventable!”



Impact Teen Driver
Train the Trainers



Join 100+ Indiana 
Community Champions

Angola
Fort Wayne

Indianapolis

Paoli

St. John

Fire Inspector Conference



Webinar Training



• Change social norms: Distracted driving unacceptable

• Empower people: Effective education and strategies

• Provide high-quality, evidence-based materials 

• Serve our youth and communities

Distracted Driving 
is a Winnable Battle



Together WE CAN Make Our Roads 
and Communities Safer

Kel McBride, Education Outreach Manager
Kel@ImpactTeenDrivers.org

Home: ImpactTeenDrivers.org
Contest: CreateRealImpact.com
Social Media Campaign: SpeakUp4Safety.org 
Like Us: Facebook.com/ImpactTeenDrivers
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