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Hamilton Center, Inc - History

- On her 25th birthday Katherine Hamilton was call upon to sign her 27 year 
old sister over to custodial care and she was terrified of how she would be 
treated. 

- Began her quest to improve conditions and services for the people with 
mental illness

- Community Mental Health Centers Act of 1963 created an opportunity for 
state to devise a plan for CMHC’s and open grant funding

- Katherine Hamilton Center in Vigo County opened 1971 for outpatient 
services

- Now serves 11 counties in central and west Indiana, approx. 13,000 clients 
a year, and employs over 600 staff



Clinical Structure  
Dr. Singh, Chief Medical Officer

Treatment Team of Professionals include:

- Psychiatrists

- Psychologists

- Physicians and Nurse Practitioners

- Registered Nurses

- Masters Level Clinicians – Therapists and Social Workers

- Licensed Clinical Social Workers 

- Care Managers



School Based Services
 HEA 246, July 2021, in order to apply for Dept of Homeland Security Safe 

School funds, school must enter into MOU with Mental Health Provider
 Establish formal referral process initiated with face to face parent consent 

to contact
 Hamilton Center School Based Specialist verify insurance and  schedule 

intakes with family and licensed HCI therapists 
 HCI will connect families with Navigators if need help procuring insurance

 Presumptive Eligibility 

 Connect eligible parents and children with Medicaid and SNAP (Food 
stamps), and TANF (government cash assistance)

 Therapists establish treatment plan 
 Care Managers work with students and families 
 HCI works with School to establish stakeholders within referral and 

monitoring process



Eliminating “zero sum” 
thinking



DMHA  FSSA Contract 
Goals and Outcomes for Youth

www.in.gov/children/files/cisc-2020-2021-meetingPowerPoint.pdf





Equity and Trauma Supports through Tech for SEL 
Speaker: Alice Ray, CEO of Ripple Effects 

Lynell McCracken
Clay Community Schools, Elementary School Counselor

http://www.rippleeffects.com/


Restorative Justice through Supportive Discipline

http://www.rippleeffects.com/


FSSA School & Community Based Program Director

Bethany Ecklor



Contact Information:

Hamilton Center 

Brock Lough dlough@hamiltoncenter.org
Bridget Miles bmiles@hamiltoncenter.org
Olivia Teague oteague@hamiltoncenter.org
Megan Snyder msnyder@hamiltoncenter.org
Claire Pierce cpierce@hamiltoncenter.org

Ripple Effects www.rippleeffects.com

FSSA School & Community Based Program Director
Bethany Ecklor Bethany.Ecklor@fssa.IN.gov

mailto:dlough@hamiltoncenter.org
mailto:bmiles@hamiltoncenter.org
mailto:oteague@hamiltoncenter.org
mailto:msnyder@hamiltoncenter.org
mailto:cpierce@hamiltoncenter.org
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“
”

Building Hope, 

Changing Lives

Thank you for your time.
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