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services available

Audiological Services
Developmental Therapy

Assistive Technology

Nutrition Services

Psychological Services
Service Coordination

Physical Therapy

Social Work Services

Speech therapy

Vision ServicesOccupational Therapy
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First steps clusters

Referrals

Locate your cluster using 
the map

Use phone line or referral 
form for designated 
cluster
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First steps journey

Referral to First Steps
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First steps program

What is it?

Referral through the systems point of entry (SPOE)

Established through federal and state law (IDEA Part C)

Early intervention services for children birth to age 3 
with developmental delays, or at risk for developmental 
delays, which can help eliminate/reduce the need for 
later services
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Transition 
Conference: 
Future Steps
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Transition conference: Future steps

Child exits First Steps at age 3

Transition meeting with service 
coordinator to determine child’s 
future services

Many options for child after First 
Steps
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Future Steps: Transition Conference

Public School 
System State Resources HeadStart Private Therapies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tammy
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Preschool 
Special 
Education
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First Steps Requirements

Preschool special education 

First Steps must notify IDOE and the local educational agency (LEA) where the student 
receiving Part C services resides, and if they are potentially eligible for Part B services prior to 
their third birthday. If eligible, First Steps will obtain family approval to then convene a 
transition conference with appropriate parties to discuss possible services.

Federal law requires that LEAs are notified no 
less than 90 days prior to the child’s third 
birthday. Article 7 requires the notification to 
occur 6 months prior to the child’s third 
birthday.

If First Steps determines that the child is 
eligible for services over 45 days but less than 
90 days before their third birthday, First Steps 
may provide the transition notification to IDOE 
and the LEA upon determining the child’s 
eligibility that they could receive Part B 
services.
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Preschool special education 
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Preschool special education 

Prior to their third birthday, LEA is responsible for the education of students 
who live in the area where the student and family claim residency must:

Complete its evaluation of the student

Convene the CCC to determine eligibility for special education 
and related services

If the student is eligible, develop an IEP, taking into 
consideration the student’s Individualized Family Service Plan 
(IFSP) and the other general and special factors

Implement the IEP Services must begin on or 
before the child’s third 

birthday.
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Preschool special education 

2

If the student’s third birthday occurs during the summer and 
the CCC determines the student requires extended school year 
services (ESY), the student’s IEP must state that services will 
be initiated during the summer of the student’s third birthday. 
Otherwise, the IEP should state that services will start at the 
beginning of the school year.

This guidance should also be followed when an LEA 
has extended breaks during the school year (i.e. fall 
break, winter break, and spring break).
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Preschool special education 

At the request of the parent, an invitation to the initial 
IEP meeting must be sent to the First Steps service 

coordinator, or other Part C service representative, if 
the child previously received First Steps services.
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(Not an all-inclusive list)
●Assistive Technology
●Audiology
●Occupational Therapy
●Physical Therapy
●Speech Therapy
●Accommodations for learning
●Modifications when necessary
●Supplementary Aids and Services

What Type Services are provided in Special Education?

Services are determined by a Case Conference Committee (CCC) to meet the individual needs 
of a student and provide FAPE in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)
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Who is eligible for Preschool Special Education Services?

● Children ages 3-5
● Children must be found eligible by a case conference committee after discussing results of the child’s 

educational evaluation

Areas of eligibility include:

○Autism spectrum disorder 
○Blind or low vision
○Intellectual disability
○Deaf or hard of hearing
○Deaf-blind
○Developmental delay ( through 8 years of age)
○Emotional disability

○Multiple disabilities
○Other health impairment
○Orthopedic Impairment
○Specific learning disability
○Traumatic brain injury
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Questions?



Thank you!
Contact osemonitoring@doe.in.gov

mailto:osemonitoring@doe.in.gov
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