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WHY?

The need for dads to love well

“Fathers emotional support “LOVE” influences the well-
being of children and others in the home”



My WHY?

Jeremiah 26yrs old
Wedding 
Videographer
https://foralltimefilms.
com/
Author
Passion to follow Jesus 
Christ and Fitness

Anaiah 21yrs old
2025 BS – Liberal Arts
Tennessee State Univ.
Major: 
Communications 
w/concentration in 
theater
Affiliation: Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority
Alpha Pi Omega –
Theatre Honors 
Fraternity

https://foralltimefilms.com/
https://foralltimefilms.com/


• “Fatherlessness is the most harmful demographic trend 
of this generation. It is the leading cause of declining 
child well-being in our society. It is also the engine 
driving our most urgent social problems, from crime to 
adolescent pregnancy to child sexual abuse to domestic 
violence against women.” 

 
 - David Blankenhorn, Author of Fatherless America



CHILDREN
w/Present
Fathers:

Tend to be more patient and
handle stress and frustration 
associated with schooling more 
easily.

Less likely to get in trouble at 
home, in school, or neighborhood.

Less likely to experience 
depression.

Lower risk for developing 
disruptive behavior and mental 
health difficulties. 
Sources: Children’s Bureau Blog excerpts… 
https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/18/health/black-dads-
wellness?cid=ios_app.

https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/18/health/black-dads-wellness?cid=ios_app
https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/18/health/black-dads-wellness?cid=ios_app


CHILDREN
w/Present
Fathers:

• Children with involved fathers (biological or not) are:

o 2x more likely to attend school 
regularly.

o 39% more likely to earn mostly 
A’s in school (U.S. Department 
of Education).

o 75% less likely to have 
behavioral problems in school.



BENEFITS
of actively-involved fathers:

more consistent
school attendance

better
grades

increased
motivation

fewer behavioral
problems

improved time
management skills

enhanced
creativity

more likely to
stay in school

increased ability
to learn

Sources: United States Department of Education



THE DAD DEFICIT
Family instability

Father absence is far more common than mother-lessness.

More than 18 million children (25%) in the United States live in 
a home without the presence of their biological father

Unique parenting style provided only by fathers

Provide a huge impact either present or absent

“Kids don’t need an IEP they need a D.A.D.”

Source: The Dad Deficit, Sagamore Institute, 2019



CHILDREN
IN FATHER-
ABSENT
HOMES ARE:

Twice as likely to drop out of school

Twice as likely to repeat a grade
in school

54% more likely to be poorer than
their parents

Significantly more likely to be
incarcerated

7 times more likely to experience
teen pregnancy

Sources: National Fatherhood Initiative; U.S. 
Department of Education; U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services



WHO ARE THE FATHER FIGURES
IF DAD IS ABSENT?

Stepfather

Grandfather

Uncle

Big Brother

Pastor/Priest/Rabbi/Clergy

Teacher

Coach

Family Friend



BARRIERS TO
FATHER
INVOLVEMENT

Stereotype that a man who is 
willing to be engaged in education 
is unusual

Presumption that a man seeking 
to be engaged in supporting 
children has ulterior motives

School/PTA/PTO messaging that is 
directed only to moms/guardians

No representation on PTA/PTO 
boards

Schools feel no dads are present in 
homes to be involved in schools. 



“INNOCENT” COMMENTS

“Here, you don’t know how to do that – let me show you.”

“YOU have to have a background check” (when moms don’t)

“Is the child’s mother not available?”

“Are you babysitting today?”

“We don’t have any dads in our school”

“Most of our kids don’t have dads”



KEYS TO GETTING FATHERS INVOLVED

•  Invite other men – “each one 
      reach one”

• Keep it simple and consistent
 
• Show Fathers they are valued

•  Get involved without big upfront 
      time commitments

• Focus on the kids – even those who 
     don’t have involved “Dads”

• Call them “BY NAME”
HAVE FUN



"It's definitely harder being a dad than a coach."

Tony Dungy, NFL Hall of Fame Coach/All Pro Dad Spokesman



All Pro Dad Chapters are monthly gatherings at schools where dads and kids engage in 
meaningful conversations and activities centered around a character-based curriculum. This 
program provides an opportunity for dads to spend quality time with their children that will 
strengthen their relationship, as well as benefit the child’s school and the entire community.



A program of Family First whose mission is to
help fathers love and lead their families well.

We encourage dads to commit to:

1 1 1
Minute a Day Hour a Month Day a Year

PLAY OF
THE DAY

ALL PRO DAD
CHAPTERS

ALL PRO DAD
EXPERIENCE

Daily Email In-School
Breakfast Program

On-Turf Event



1 Minute a Day

• 5 days a week, 52 weeks a year

• Most-read fatherhood email

• Over 100,000 subscribers



1 Hour a Month

• To give Dad’s an intentional opportunity to 
encourage their kids

• To help Dad’s have meaningful conversations with 
children

• To provide Dad’s with the opportunity to engage 
with other Dad’s in their community.

• To give Administrators and school counselors the 
opportunity to meet and get to know parents and 
guardians in a low-pressure environment.



There are 2 ways the meeting can be 
hosted, in-person or virtually

HOST MEETING

1
Children can hear from their dad

why he is proud of them.

PRIDE EXERCISE

2

Video lesson, discussion questions, 
and activities

BRING IT HOME
3

Continue engaging with children 
at home with tools and resources

we provide.

MONTHLY CHARACTER-BASED 
CURRICULUM

4

Chapter Meeting Sample Schedule







Chapter Curriculum









BENEFITS OF CHAPTERS

• Increase community engagement

• Increase family engagement

• Increase dads on campus

• Tier 1 program – Instruction and 

support for all Students

• Be more of  a hero to your kids

• Make a positive impact in your school

• Get to know 
dads/teachers/administrators

• Exponentially greater impact

• Deeper understanding of 
Fatherhood/mentoring

• Better school/ parent connection

Schools

Fathers

Members







How to 
Get Started

Allprodad.com/chapters

Our team provides the following:
Phone/Email Support, Customizable 
Chapter Page, Monthly Curriculum 
and Discussion Cards, Presentations, 
Leader’s Guides, Training Videos, 
Promotional Tools, RSVP System

SCHEDULE FIRST MEETING

REGISTER YOUR CHAPTER

FIND YOUR TEAM CAPTAIN



All Pro Dad Chapters

Start a Chapter Today!

Rodney E. Bussell

Rodney.Bussell@familyfirst.net | 317-969-7163
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